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POUNDINGS FROM THE PREZ 
by Charles Getz IV, PCR President and Trustee 


The Board of Trustees meeting in Madison finalized a modest 
dues increase (National dues are now $32.00 a year) to cover 
mailing and othercost-of-living expenses. The Board does notlike 
dues increases any more than the members and does not foresee 
any future major increases. As the cost of living dictates, 
however, it is necessary to impose modest increases to cover 
those increasing costs. 


On a more positive note, it looks like we will close the year with 
a positive growth in our membership numbers and | feel increas- 
ingly that NMRA is getting back on track to its original vision — an 
organization setting the standards for the hobby and providing fun 
and benefits to members, emphasizing scale model railroading. 
Ourtin-plate friends certainly have a home here aswell butwe are 
an organization primarily devoted to the advancement of scale 
model railroading. Over the years, we have become too serious 
and not fun oriented in my opinion. The long-range planning 
committee will be unveiling shortly, some needed adjustments to 
the organization which would de-emphasize the political end and 
reemphasize the “fun” and leaming end. Ron Gaines in the 
technical department is doing an outstanding job in developing 
new standards and enforcing old ones through conformance 
warrants. 


On the local front, we continue to make progress. My call for 
volunteers resulted ina welcome although slightlytepid response. 
We now have potential volunteers to act as O scale and Large 
scale coordinators, but| am still looking for more volunteers. if you 
can spare a little time, please contact me at the address in the 
Callboard on page 2 of this newsletter. 





Ted Culotta, the Coast Division Membership Chair recently 
came up with a brilliant idea. He is actively seeking people in 
Coast Division who wish to sponsor a home clinic to be held in 
the evenings or on weekends at amembers home with perhaps 
10-12PCRmembers attending. The purposes ofthese “clinics” 
would be to provide a more hands-on approach toward teaching 
of skills on various subjects outside the constraints of a meeting 
room. In other words, a benchwork clinic could result in PCR 
members actually assisting in building benchwork and learning 
the various techniques from that effort. 


Iwill be signing up to offer a laser-cut kit clinic and hope to work 
with up to 10 members (the first ten who sign up) on a hands- 
on approach in constructing laser kits by providing free laser kits 
courtesy of American Model Builders. Please don't call yet until 
you see the official announcement. Ideas like this will no doubt 
generate much more interest in the PCR and | applaud Ted for 
this concept. Let’s hope it spreads. 


These kinds of ideas — sharing information, learning new skills. 
working with new friends and old are what makes the PCR so 
effective. Indeed, that’s what the NMRA is all about. Whether 
it is preserving the history of our hobby with the Howell Day 
Museum, which is now accepting donations (please call me if 
you have anything to donate immediately) or preserving our 
written record in the Kalmbach Library or setting the standards 
for G scale and beyond, NMRA is the organization that uniquely 
can do all of this. It deserves your support and that of your 
friends. | hope that you will not only renew your membership 
when appropriate but your commitment to this organization. It 
reallyis turning back to a wonderful group of friends, as it always 
has been. 


First Place-Steam Locomotive- 
Open, Scott Maze (106 Points) 
at 1997 PCR contest in Bakers- 
field. This O-Scale LNER B-1 

4-6-0 was modeled and photo- 
graphed by Scott as it looked 
circa 1947. The model began as 


a Piercy Model Products flat brass 
kit and Scott indicates it is the 
most complete and sophsticated 
he has yet seen. Scott is a 
perennial winner at PCR and 
NMRA contests wrth his exquis- 
ite locomotives. 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
PACIFIC COAST REGION, 
NATIONAL MODEL 
RAILROAD ASSOCIATION 


STATEMENT OF PUBLICATION 


The BRANCH LINE (USPS 870060, ISSN 
07449771), isissued four times a year in the 
months of January, April, July, and October. 
Deadline for all materials is the fifteenth of 
the month preceding publication. No mate- 
rial will be returned unless requested and 
sufficient postage is provided. Membership 
in the PCR at $6.00 includes a subscription 
to the BRANCH LINE. Separate subscrip- 
tions are available at $4.00 per year. 
The BRANCH LINE is published by the 
Pacific Coast Region, 530 Fig Tree Lane, 
Martinez, CA 94553 

Second Class Postage paid at Martinez, CA 
94553 and additional mailing offices. 
POSTMASTER Send address changes 
to: BRANCH LINE, 530 Fig Tree Lane, 
Martinez, CA 94553 


All comments about material contained in 
the Branch Line should be mailed directly to 
the Editor, 3408 Lanai Drive, San Ramon, 
CA 94583. Inquiries regarding member- 
ship application, renewal or change of 
address should be directed to the Member 
Services Chairman, 530 Fig Tree Lane, 
Martinez, CA 94553. 


The BRANCH LINE is printed by Morris Fam- 
ily Printers, 727 Rideout Way, Marysville, CA 
95901, (916) 742-6930 





ERATTA 


In the Editor's Desk column last month I 
inadvertantly misspelled the name of my 
friend and fellow PCR member who recog- 
nized me in Norway. That should have been 
Bob Warner. Bob, please excuse my way- 


ward fingers. 





ACHIEVEMENT 


PROGRAM 


Jack Burgess, MMR, 
PCR Achievement Chair 


As indicated in the last issue of the Branch 
Line, there are eleven categories in the 
Achievement Program — Motive Power, 
Cars, Structures, Scenery, Prototype 
Models, Civil Engineer, Electrical Engi 
neer, Chief Dispatcher, NMRA Official, 
NMRA Volunteer, and Author. Certif+ 
cates can be earned by compieting the 
requirements of that particular category. 





For some modelers, the requirements of 
the Achievement Program can seem in- 
timidating. The Golden Spike Program 
requires demonstration of modeling skills 
in only three areas — rolling stock, the 
setting, and engineering. The Golden 
Spike Program is thus a good way to get 
your “feet wet” with the Achievement Pro- 
gram. 


The “rolling stock” category requires 
completion of sx(6) models (motive power 
or cars) which can be scratchbuilt, crafts- 
man kits, or detailed commercial kits. 


The “setting” category can be Satisfied by 
constructing a minimum of eight (8) square 
feet of layout. There must be at least five 


(5) structures on the layout, which must 
be scratchbuilt, craftsman, or detailed 
commercial kits. If there are less than five 
Structures, additional ones separate from 
scene can be used. 


Finally, the “engineering” (civil and electr- 


ae 


Agroup of 1997 PCR Convention Clinicians from left Glenn Joesten, Bill Schaumberg, 
Sandy Friedfeld, Kermit Paul, Jim Providenza, Joe D'Elia, Allen McClelland, Bob 
Winans and Dave Biondi. The Clinics at Bakersfield were awesome! 
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cal) category requires the completion of 
three (3) three types of trackage (tumout, 
crossing, etc.). All must be properly 
ballasted and installed on a proper road- 
bed. Whilehand-laid track can be used, 
commercial trackage may also be used. 
All of the installed trackage must be 
properly wired so that two trains can be 
operated simultaneously by using a 
double-track main or a single-track main 
with sidings using either block or com- 
mand control. One additional electrical 
feature, such as powered turnouts, sig- 
nal-ing turnout indication, lighted build- 
ings, etc., must also be provided. 


As indicated by this short list, many 
modelers have already completed these 
requirements and need only to complete 
an application in order to be awarded a 
Golden Spike Award. Your Divisional AP 
Chairman can verify completion of the 
requirements. Attach a photocopy of 
your NMRA membership card and the 
application is complete! An application 
for a Golden Spike Award is included on 
page 19 of this Branch Line. Once you 
have this Award “under your belt’, you 
can use this same work, with either some 
refinement or additional effort, as the 
Start of your efforts for several Achieve- 
ment Awards. 


| am happy to report that eight move AF 
Certificates have been awarded by the 
AchievementProgram Chairmanto PCR 
members. Judith B. Mallchock, the AF 
Chairman for the Hawaii Division. has 
been awarded a certificate for Associa- 
tion Volunteer. Boone Morison alsc 
from the Hawaii Division, was awarded 
his third Certificate, this time for Author 
for his articles in the Narrow Gauge and 
Short Line Gazette. Kermit Paul. of the 
Coast Divsion, has been busy docu- 
menting his achievements and has been 
awarded three certificates for Master 
Builder - Scenery, Author, and Chief 
Dispatcher. Another CoastDmsion mem- 
ber, Clayton Barry, has also been very 
busy and has been awarded certificates 
for Author, Master Builder - Scenery. and 
Master Builder - Structures! 


if you are interested in the AP Program o7 
Golden Spike Program, contact me for 
more details. My phone number, ad- 
dress, and e-mail address are listed in 
the Call Board on Page 2 of the Branch 
Line. 





MORE PCR 1997 CONTEST MODELS 
Photos by Richard Hendrickson 


Maintenance 
of Way - Kit - 
First Place, 
Bob Warmer, 
Union Pacific 
Flat Car with 
rail load. 


Structure - Novice - 
First Place, 

Jim Providenza 
Coal Mine and 


Tipple. 





Steam Loco- 
motive - Kit - 
Frist Place, 
Rudi von 


Prittwitz 
Southern 
Pacific 2-8-2 
#83277. 








The RPM meet during the PCR Convention in Bakersfield was a great success. On this page are more photos of models entered into the 
RPM display, showing a wide range of interests and great modeling talent. All photos and captions this page by Richard Hendrickson. 
















Joe D'Elia built and 
custom-painted this 
colorful blue and silver 
big ng byusing aHerpa 
model of a Mack trac- 
tor, an A-line trailer kit, 
and A-line decals. 
































Steve and Cindy Priest are 
both talented modelers who 
visited the PCR Convention 
all the way from Kansas 
City (another reason to at- 
tend next years NMRA 
Convention). This Santa 
Fe W-W flatcar in mainte- 
nance ofway service with a 
Burro crane mounted on its 
deck was kitbashed from a 
Walthers kit with ail letter- 
ing in the form of home 
made decals. 





Charlie Slater is very fa- 
miliar with Santa Fe 
protopype equipment, 
he's a Santa Fe train- 
manwho lives n Bakers- 
field and has an impres- 
sive collection of mod- 
els. He scratchbuilt this 
Santa Fe Ft-L flat car as 
rebuilt inthe 1940's with 
extended length and end 
bulkheads. The load rep- 
resents plastic-wrapped 
sheet gypsum wall- 
board. 
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DIVISION AND CLUB ACTIVITIES 


COAST DIVISION MEET 


The Coast Division's next quarterly meet- 
ing wil be held on December 7, 1997 in 
Richmond at Salesian High School, 2851 


Salesian Ave. This site is conveniently 
located near the San Pabio Dam Road emt 


from |-80. The meet will include clinics, 
model contests, a photo contest, switch- 
ing contest, a brief business meeting wih 
reports on NMRA activities and other rail- 
road oriented activities in our area, the 
regular Coast Division auction (achance to 
dosome Christmasshopping?) and araffle 
and door prizes. For those who need to 
satisfy their hunger during the meet, the 
snack bar will be operating as usual. It all 
Starts at 9:30 AM. All model railroad 
enthusiasts are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. It's hard not to have a good time 
and you just might win a prize or find that 
goodie you've been looking for at the auc- 
tion. Or come and meet a new friend you 
can talk railroading with. If you need more 
information contact Rod Smith, 40330 
Monte Ct., Fremont CA 94538, or call 


(510)657-3362. 


SONOMA COUNTY MODEL 
RAILROAD SOCIETY 


The Sonoma County Model Railroad Soc+ 
ety (SCMRS) would like to announce their 
acqussition of a new home for their HO 
scale model railroad. The organization 
has negotiated a lease for approxmately 
1100 square feet of space in the Boys & 
Girls Club of Santa Rosa. We have spent 
the winter renovating the space and pre- 
paring it for the construction of a layout. 
Track planning and overall concepts of the 
layout are presently being finalized and 
the actual construction of the bench work 
should be started before you read this. 
The layout is intended to be “state of the 
art". We are considering such elements 
as prototypical signaling and dispatching, 
with the eventual phase-in of DCC. The 
control and operating systems are being 
designed to allow the novice to operate the 
railroad as well as offer a challenge to the 
more experienced modeler. 


The SCMRS is dedicated to the develop- 
ment and expansion ofthe hobby of model 
railroading in Sonoma County. The group 





VALLEJO MODEL 
RAILROAD CLUB 


The Vallejo Model Railroad Club (VMRC) 
celebrates it's 20th anniversary this year. 
Fellow model railroaders of all ages and 
scales are warmly invited to visit the Club 
at its home and layout in the Civic Build- 
ing, 900 Fairgrounds Drive, across from 
Marine World/Africa-USA, off +80 and 
Highway 37 in Vallejo. 
















The VMRC isopen each Wednesday and 
Friday evening, holidays excepted, start- 
ing at 7:00 PM and has both ‘N’ and ‘HO’ 
scale model railroads, the “Vallejo and 
Solano Western’. To reach the Civic 
Building, ext off Highway 37 onto Fair- 
grounds Parkway and tum onto Sage 
Street. Enter the Fairgrounds via Gate 
#1. There is ample parking and easy 
access into the building. For information, 
write to: PO Box4057, Vallejo, CA94590 
or telephone the club at (707) 643-1809. 
This line has an answering machine. 
Roger Lambert, Secretary, may be con- 
tacted at (707) 552-1768. 




















Our"Holiday Open House willbe Novem- 
ber 8 &9 and December6 &7 from Noon 
to 5 PM. Stop by and visit our layouts. 





is planning, in addition totraditional model 
railroading activities, and on-going in- 
volvement with the Boys & Girls Club and 
other youth organizations. The SCMRS 
will offer programs to the youth organiza- 
tions, which will enable their members to 
learn and experience the varied skills and 
techniques used in the construction and 
operation of a model railroad. 


The group meets the 2” Thursday of 
each month at the Boys & Girls Club of 
Santa Rosa at the corner of Hahman Dr. 
& Patio Ct. The location is one block 
east of Farmers Lane next to Montgom- 
ery Village. Meetings start at 7:30 PM 
and memberships are open. 


Should the idea of joining in and helping 
to design, build, and operate a perma- 
nent layout with the added bonus of 
working with young people interest you, 
please contact Howard Brown at 
(707)578-0640 or e-mail to 
howardb@sonic.net. 
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WALNUT CREEK 
MODEL RAR.ROAD 
SOCIETY 


The Walnut Creek Model Railroad Club 
holds regular monthly public operating 
sessions on the third Sunday, from 1-5 
and the last Friday of each month from 
8-10 PM. Membership is open to all 
interested in HO Scale. The club will be 
embarking on some exciting new 
projects this year. For more information 
come to the club building any Friday 
night. The clubislocated at2751 Buena 
Vista Ave. (Larkey Park), Walnut Creek, 
CA. Phone (510)937-1888 [recorder]. 
Visit our web site at www.well.com/ 
user/aleks/DVL. 


SACRAMENTO MODEL 
RAILROAD CLUB 


The Sacramento Model Railroad Club 
announces it's annual open house on 
Saturday and Sunday November 1 & 2 
and Saturday and Sunday November 15 
& 16. The club will be open from 12 to 5 
on all four days. There is donation of $2 
for adults and $1 for children. The clubis 
located at 1990 Grand Ave., Sacramento 
CA and can be reached on (916)927- 
3618. 


WEST BAY CLUB 


The West Bay Mode! Railroad Associa- 
tion celebrated 50 years of existence in 
1996! We operate a large layout that 
features three scales: O, S, and HO. 
We're always seeking qualified new 
members as we continue to update scen- 
ery, trackwork, and electrical systems. 
The club meets on Wednesday nights. 
Work sessions are the ist and 3rd 
Wednesday, business meeting starts at 
8 PM on the 2nd Wednesday, and open 
house from 7 - 10 PMon the 4th Wednes- 
day of each month. The Club is located 
at 1090 Merrill Street in Menlo Park, 
housed inthe buff-colored freight building 
just south of the CalTrain Station. Con- 
tact us any Wednesday night for more 
information un (415) 322-0685. 





INTERNATIONAL RAILFAIR 


The 21° annual presentation of Interna- 
tional Railfairwill be held on November 8 
and 9"". Show hours are 10 AM- 5PMon 
Saturday and 10 AM - 4 PM on Sunday. 
This is the West's premiere model railroad 
show, occupying four buildings at the 
Placer County Fairgrounds and the adja- 
cent Armory in Roseville, CA. The exhibi- 
tion features a dozen operating, fully 
scenicked model railroads. In addition to 
both scale and tinplate American rail- 
roads, visitors also can watch European 
train models gliding under operational cat- 
enary through magnificent alpine scenery 
and past beautiful Swiss chalets. The 
Sacramento Valley Live Steamers will 
have operating miniature trains on which 
the public may ride, weather permitting. 
NEW THIS YEAR: Visitors will be able to 
pump a full-size handcar along alength of 
track, again, if weather permits. Vendor 
sales, used modeling supplies, historical 
and educational displays and videotapes 
of railroads in action are also a part of this 
exhibition. The Train Mart is a popular 
consignment store where the general pub- 
lic can buy or sell used model railroading 
equipment and prototype memorabilia. 


SACRAMENTO 
MODULAR 
RAILROADERS 


We're a club for all model railroaders, 
beginners or experienced. Our inter- 
changeable modulescan connectin var+- 
ous ways to quickly set up a portable 
model railroad in many sizes and shapes. 
The club owns two large switch yards, the 
corner modules, end loops and some 
equipment. Members ownthe remaining 
modules and rolling stock. We have a lot 
of fun and always welcome visitors or 
prospective members to our meetings. 
Activities include public shows, club op- 
erating meetings and co-sponsorship of 
international Railfaireach November. For 
information call Dick Witzens at (916) 






Lanai Dr., San Ramon, CA 94583 


If you would like to have your club shows, division meets, etc. announced in the 
newsletter of the Pacific Coast Region, send the information to Dave Connery, 3408 


| DIVISION AND CLUB ACTIVITIES 


The success of this show is related to 
the fact that it is a real family affair, a 
show to which Mom and Dad can bring 
the kids, spend a day of togetherness 
and have a picnic on the grass. Admis- 
sion is by a donation of $5 for adults and 
$2 for children 5-12. Sunday is Family 
Day when the whole family can enjoy the 
exhibition for a donation of $10. The first 
200 children attending will receive a free 
commemorative pin, while supplies last. 
We emphasize model railroading as a 
familyhobby. The Rainbow girls operate 
the snack bars and we thus provide 
useful, productive activities for teens. 


The showissponsored bythe European 
Train Enthusiasts; Sacramento Modular 
Railroaders; Sierra Division, PCR/NMRA 
and Roseville Roundhouse Model Rail- 
road Club. You are welcome to bring 
model railroad items for consignment 
sale for a 10% commission. if you have 
over 20 items please contact us before 
the show. For information about the 
show, sales tables or the Train Mart 
send aLSSAE to IRF, Inc., PO Box361, 
Roseville, CA 95678. You may also 
contact IRF via e-mail at irf@softcom.net 
orbycalling Eugene orLori Volz on (916) 
991-4343. 


SILICON VALLEY 
MODEL RAILROAD 
CLUB 


The club meets Friday evenings (and 
some Wednesdays) between 7:30 and 
11PM. Themodular HO club has a 2000 
sq ft facility with an operational layout 
featuring double track mainline, a24 foot 
long 11 track yard and permanent moun- 
tain grade sections under construction. 
We utilize a computerized multiple train 
order system for monthly operating ses- 
sions. The club is located at 700 Kings 
Row #26, near the 101 and 880 freeway 
intersection. For more information call 
Jules Schlechter, President (408) 377- 
5491. 
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CALIFORNIA CENTRAL 
MODEL RAILROAD CLUB 


The Califomia Central Model Railroad Club 
is located in the old Agnew depot (Santa 
Clara) of the Southern Pacific. The ad- 
dress is 4185 Bassett Street, but a better 
landmark is that we are directly across 
from the Lafayette Street main gate lead- 
ing to the Agnew State Hospital. 


The HO ciub layout occupies the entire 
inside of the structure measuring 15° by 
50°. The theme is western railroading 
running loosely from the Bay Area to 
Southern Oregon, but with several liber- 
ties taken to include favorite geographical 
sites. This is a point-to-point design 
consisting of two divisions, one being 
double tracked andthe othersingle track. 
These is also a substantial branch line 
operation running up in the mountains. 
We meet on Friday nights from around 
7:30 until 11 PM. Official club operating 
sessions are held on the first and last 
Fridays of each month. If further informa- 
tion is desired, please call (408) 988-4449 
on operating nights, or contact Wayne 
Cohen at (408) 779-0707. 


BAY AREA "S" SCALERS 


Modelers in "S" or Sn3_scale in the San 
Francisco Bay Area get together at a 
member's home every other month (nor- 
mally the 3rd Saturday of odd numbered 
months) to exchange ideas and view the 
host's layout. Several of the members 
are into modules and they are usually 
assembled at the meetings when space 
is available. 





A newsletter is published bimonthly and 
distributed to members. 


Individuals interested in the group or try- 
ing "S" scale may contact Lee Johnson. 
2472 Lariat Lane, Walnut Creek, CA 
94596, phone (510)943-1590 or at work 
(415)541-1742 ortheymaycontact Bamey 
Daehler, 16041 Penn Avenue, San 
Lorenzo, CA 94580 phone (510)276-6168. 


DIVISION AND CLUB ACTIVITIES - 


CONTINUEDONNEXTPAGE — 





DIVISION AND CLUB ACTIVITIES 





CARMEL TRAIN SHOW 


The Annual Carmel Train Show will be 
held November 8 & 9 at the Crossroads 
Shopping center Mall located conveniently 
on Highway #1 at Rio Road in Carmel, 
Califomia. The show hours on Saturday, 
November 8" are 10 AM - 6 PM and 
Sunday, November 9" 11 AM to 5 PM. 
The Show is presented by the Gorre & 
Daphetid Operators, Monterey Salinas 
Valley Model! Railroaders and the 
Monterey Peninsula Garden Railway 
Society. Admission is free. For more 
information contact Alian Fenton (408) 
624-5021 


TRI-CITIES MODEL 
RAILROAD CLUB 


The Tri-Cities Club meets in the restored 
Nites Depot at 36997 Mission Blvd., Fre- 
mont. The club has both N and HO scale 
layouts. The HO layout is being rebuilt. 
Members in both scales are welcome. 
Work nights are Friday, the business 
_ meeting is the 1st Tuesday of the Month 
and operating session are on the 1st and 
3rd Sunday. For more information contact 
Stanley Keiser on (510) 791-1504. 


LOMPOC VALLEY 
MODEL RAILROAD SOCI- 
ETY OPEN HOUSE 


The LOMPOC VALLEY MODEL RAIL- 
ROAD SOCIETY invites everyone to at- 
tend their semiannual Christmas open 
house. ft will be held on Saturday and 
Sunday, December 13° and 14", from 
11:00 AM to 4:00 PM at 428 North | Street 
inLompoc. itwill feature a large HO scale 
operating layout and various other gauge 
displays. The admission is FREE and 


PENINSULA 
MODEL RAILROAD 
ASSOCIATION 


Established in 1947, the Peninsula Model 
Railroad is celebrating its 50° year in 
association with the San Mateo County 
Expo Center and Fairgrounds. In honor of 
the Golden Anniversary, special activities 
and promotions were held during the 1997 
San Mateo County Fair. 


The PMRR “Califomia Northern” layout is 
32X60 in HOscale. Located in Redwood 
Hall, itis a generic era model of Northern 
Califomia from the Coastal Redwoods to 
the Sierra Snowsheds. The mainline is 
over 700’ of hand laid track with branch 
lines (some dual gauge) and large yards. 


The club meets on Friday evenings and 
new members are welcome. Prospective 
new members and visitors are invited to 
stop down on aFriday evening after 8PM, 
except for the second Friday of each 
month. That day is set aside for the 
business meeting when we are typically 
not open or operating. Formore informa- 
tion call the layout at (650) 345-2294 or 
Kerry Cochran, President, at (650) 952- 
7127. 


SOUTH BAY HISTORICAL 
RAILROAD SOCIETY 


he South Bay Historical Railroad Society 
invites everyone, young and old, to attend 
our Fall Open House on Saturday and 
Sunday, November 1* and 2", 1997, from 
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM both days, in the 
historic Santa Clara CalTrain Depot, 1005 
Railroad Avenue, Santa Clara, CA. Fea- 
ured will be our large HO and N scale 
operating layouts, as well as live full-size 
railroading action just outside the buiding. 
Also featured will be our museum of inter- 
esting railroad artifacts, including working 
signals. Fares are $2.00 for adults, $.50 
orchidrenupto 12 yearsold and $5.00 for 
amilies. Phone (408) 243-3969. 


GOLDEN EMPIRE 
MODEL RAILROAD 
CLUB 


January 17" & 18" - Bakersfield, Golden 
Empire Model Railroad Club’s Annual 
After Christmas Train Show, Kem County 
Fairgrounds, 1142 South “P* Street, 10:00 
AM - 4:00 PM, both days. $3.00 admis- 
sion, kids 12 and under free. Raffle draw- 
ing for aHO scale layout and hourly door 
prizes. Contact Doug Wagner at 805- 
589-0391. 









children of all ages are welcome. Come 
and join us during this year's Christmas 
season and rediscover the thrill of model 
railroading. For more information please 
contact Jim Scott at (805) 736-1480. 


he Peninsula Model Railroad Club holds a switching contest during Kid's Day at the 
San Mateo County Fair. About 35 kids participated in this years contest in August '97. 
Here are this years winners with thei prizes. Inthe rear are Stéve Smith and Jesus Pena, 
PMRR members. Prizes were donated by area hobby shops. Photo byHans Haselbach 






Page 8 


WHO’S YOUR CANDI- 
DATE? 


by Denise Showalter, Nominations 
Chair 


Last year we elected our Pacific Coast 
Region officers. Now it's time to choose 
the Directors who will represent each 
Division onthe PCR Board for the next two 
years. Perhaps you know of just the right 
person to fill this important position, or 
would be interested in taking on the re- 
sponsibility yourself. Contact your Div+ 
sion Nominating Chair or Superintendent 
to submit your candidate. 


A statement of qualification and intent 
from each candidates due to the editor of 
the Branchline by December 15th for 
publication in the first edition of 1998. 
Ballots will be included with that issue. 
Election results will be announced at the 
PCR Convention next spring in Modesto. 





POTPOURRI 


98 CONVENTION REGISTRATION 
FORM 

You will find a registration form for the '98 
PCR Convention in Modesto on page 12 of 
this issue. If you haven't yet signed up, 
now is the time! A listing of Extra Fare 
activities appeared on page 14 ofthe last 
Branch Line and Hotel registration infor- 
mation was on page 12 of the last issue. 





PCR WEB SITE 

If you haven't yet visited it, the PCR Web 
Site is hosted by Larry Moseley and can 
be accessed at http:// 
www.hooked.net~lwm/pcr/pcr.htm. It is 
an opportunity to see many of the photos 
from the Branch Line in full color. This 
issue should b e available on-line by the 
time you receive this copy in the mail. 


NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD MONTH 
November is National Model Railroad 
Month. Remember to help promote your 
hobby. You can do this by holding an 
open house ff you are in a club, or inviting 
some neighbors or friends and their kids 
to visit a layout - there are plenty - see the 
Division and Club Activities or Region 
Train Orders in this issue. Better yet, visit 
your local libraryand make arrangements 
to set up a display. Most library's have a 
cabinet just for this purpose, and ff its 
reserved in November, try adifferent month. 





TRACTION IN ACTION 


by Bill Everett 


There is great news in Sacramento atthe 
California State Railroad Museum. The 
museum has advised me thatthere is now 
a display of model traction cars at the 
museum. | won't be able to view it until 
after | write this article, so | will give you a 
first hand report in my next article. They 
tell me it includes both Bill Hoffman's and 
my models. | can hardly wait to view it, 
which I will do in September. 


Speaking of traction models, it's not too 
early to start your traction model so that 
you can enter it in the traction contest 
next year at Modesto. | plan to be there. 


Did you know that Modesto had an inter- 
urban line? It was called the Tidewater 
Southern. ttwas builtin 1912 andran from 
Stockton to Escalon, then on to Modesto, 
with a 16 mile branch to Turlock. Eiectric 
service started in 1913. The line was 33 
miles long and running time was one hour 
and 20 minutes. It had three beautiful 
wood interurban cars built by Jewett Car 
Co. The body of one of these is now atthe 
Westem Railroad Museum at Rio Vista 
Junction. The line connected in Stockton 
with the Central California Traction Co., 
So one could ride via electric service to 
Sacramento, and of course from there all 
the way to Chico or San Francisco wa the 
Sacramento Northern. Who said people 
didn't have good transportation in the 
electric interurban days. Tidewater South- 
em carried on until 1932, when it gave up 
passenger service. The Tidewater South- 
em was purchased by the Western Pa- 
cific in March 1917 (parts of the Sacra- 
mento Norther were added to the West- 
erm Pacific in 1921 and 1927 so along with 
ownership of the Califomia Central, the 
WP was a major interurban service pro- 
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vider). A two mile section in Modesto 
remained electrified until 1948 as 
Modesto did not allow steam engines to 
run in their streets, and the Tidewater 
Southern ran right down the center of 
the main street. Finally diesels were 
used an the electric was turned off for all 
time. To this day the street trackage 
(9th Street) is used by the railroad, 
which today is a part of the Union 
Pacific. Years ago | followed the line 
from Stockton to Modesto as there was 
a parallel highway most of the way. 
What nice scenery they had. [French 
Camp Road and Highway 120 between 
Stockton and Escalon, then J6 and 
Highway 108 south to Modesto, andthe 
scenery is still great! .. . Ed] 


(keep noticing that our membership in 
the NMRA is still dropping in spite of 
what the experts tell us. We cani 
continue this way. Possibly we shouic 
go back to the basics by reviewing whai 
we were doing when we were growing. | 
know we scratch builders are few. but tt 
was Sure a lot cheaper to build a model 
than buy a ready made model. Today 
the ready made models are far supenor 
to what they used to be. I question if we 
are giving their money's worth to our 
members? Everything is getting so 
expensive. | think the module concept 
is a way to go, however, our local club 
just gave up on modules. Theycouldnt 
find places to set the modules up to 
show to the public. | do not know the 
answer to our lack of growth, but any 
ideas would sure help. Be sure to let 
your elected officers knowif you have ar 
idea. Possibly some of us will come ur 
with a good solution. 


MORE MEMBERSHIP 
SHOW BOOTHS 


by Carl “Tiny’ Carsten, PCR Member- 
ship Promotion Chairman 


Here | am again with a request for help, as 
president Charlie Getz says, “Ineed help". 
Help that is, at all the Train Shows. Mem- 
bers surely must have a few days to devote 
to promoting the hobby, the PCR and the 
NMRA. Last year at the GATS meet in 
Santa Barbara, Bill Everett put in the two 
days alone. I’m surprised no one in the 
Santa Barbara area has time to help. 
Well, they have that chance again on 
January 3 & 4, 1998. Please someone, 
help the hobby and our organization out. 


Besides the Great American Train Shows, 
we now also have the Greenberg Train 
Shows to work on. We are confirmed for 
three shows. They will be at the San 
Mateo Convention Center on December 6 
&7,1997 and again there on December 5 
& 6 1998. We also have space at the 
Greenberg Show on January3 & 4, 1998 in 
San Rafael at the Marin Center. | hope 
members won't let me down on these 
added shows, so that we are able to geta 
booth space in the future. If you can help 
at any of the shows (See also last issue of 
the Branch Line page 10 or the Region 
Train Orders on page 20 of this issue for 
‘the GATS show dates) please let me know 
who you are as soon as possible, so | can 
send the information to you. 

Carn W. Carsten 

579 - 28" Street 

San Francisco, CA 94131-2219 
For the GATS shows you can also notify 
your Division Membership Chairman, and 
forthe Marin show notify Gus Campagna. 
| thank you all for your cooperation in 
helping me. 





PCR HOBBY DIRECTORY 


The Pacific Coast Region will publish a 
directory of railroad related information for 
our area including hobby shops, model 
railroad clubs, tourist trains and muse- 
ums, railroad oriented restaurants and 
lodging sites, railfan locations, railroad 
scanner frequencies and possibly private 
layouts. Members interested in helping 
on this project are asked to contact the 
PCR Directory Chairperson, Denise 
Showalter, 132 Westfield Circle, Danville, 
CA 94526, (510) 820-4736. 









PCR 1997 Model Contest, Above: Freight Car - Kit - First Place, Richard 
Hendrickson ATSF Bx-34 BoxCar. Below: Display- Open - First Place, Bob 
Hyman, Omega Uranium Ore Tipple. Photos by Richard Hendrickson 


Hey, the spray fumes are getting overpowering around here! Clouds are the result 
though, and they look great at Biondi and Providenza's clinic. Photo by Rod Smith 
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Made in the PER 


RAILROAD COMPUTER 
FONTS 
Review by Dave Connery 


Seems like work on the Branch Line and 
other Railroading and Model Railroading 
administrative activities eats up most of 
my modeling time. Here is a locally 
manufactured railroading product | can 
use when I’m working on my computer. 
For those not used to working on comput- 
ers, fonts are differenttypes of print styles. 
With a Macintosh or Microsoft Windows 
(IBM) operating system you can effort- 
lessly change fonts in your work. As an 
example, the text in the_Branch Line is 
normally 10 point Ariai, with headings 12 
or 14 point and done in bold print. A few 
clicks of my mouse and | can change it to 
any of over 330 fonts I have loaded on my 
computer and change the point size to 
nearly anything | could ever want from too 
small to read to about a letter a page! Itis 
all very flexible and easy. Now Benn 
Coifman has used this capability and de- 
veloped a unique railroad product of over 
30 font sets. 


First, he has Railroad Lettering Fonts, 
scaleable fonts exactly emulating Rail- 
road Roman, Northern Pacific, Southern 
Pacific, New York Central, Union Pacific, 
Empire Builder, Zephyr, Cityof, Seaboard, 
Atlantic Coast Line and New Haven, 
Burlington and Gotthard (Swiss Railroads). 
if you want to make your correspondence 
look any of these prototypes, now you 
can. Also, youcan make your own decals 
on a computer using any of these print 
Styles! Here is an example of Railroad 
Roman in 12 point: 


RAILROAD ROMAN 


But going far beyond justletter fonts, Benn 
has developed fonts that instead of letters 
print out various railroad symbols. For 
example, one font set prints out silhou- 
ettes of a freight car for each letter typed, 
another heavyweight passenger cars, an- 
other streamliners, anothertransé vehicles, 
another different EMD F-unit face designs, 
another 1880 Steam trains and finally 
several sets of fonts where each letter is 
either riding on a flat car, printed on a 
boxcar side or on the side of a passenger 
car. Here is what you get when you type 
qpabhmkjBx in Freight Car: 


A SE) _ee_ L_ J. 


eng, GE. 


And when you type XDHAR in Steam 
Heavyweight you get: 








Beyond just different types of cars he has 
font sets that print out various railroad 
signal staffs, railroad signs, railroad 
dingbats (clip art items), railroad heralds, 
track symbols (layout design?) and many 
others including street signs, cars and 
trucks, airplanes. For example by typing 
ylreu in RR Signs you get: 


» < f3 
egy TRACKS 


Bay . yee 


5. 
cy 
ge? Quy 


© 


and by typing AxsDLgK in Railroad Her- 
alds you get: 





You can get a list of all the fonts with prices 
(ranging from $10 to $20 per font set) by 
sending a SASE to Benn Coifman, 2483 
Hearst Ave. #200-G, Berkeley CA 94709. 
If you are connected to the web, many of 
these fonts are down load-able at http:// 
robotics.eecs.berkeley.edu/~zephyr/ 
font-intro.htmil Remember, this is 
shareware and if you down load a set of 
fonts from Benn's home page and install 
them on your computer then you are 
obligated to send him $10 for each font. 
He has puta lot of effort and ingenuity into 
these neat font packages, please don'ttry 
to rip him off. 
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MODESTO CLINICS 


We are all modelers and each of us has 
developed skills and knowledge that are 
unique to us. It may be as simple as a 
different way to prepare rolling stock, or 
some tricks you use for benchwork or 
wiring, or information you've gathered to- 
gether about your favorite prototype rail- 
road or instructions on how you built that 
recent kit. If you have been active in the 
hobby for any time at all then you have 
something to teach the rest of us. Why 
not agree to give a clinic next Spring, its fun 
and youwould be surprised how much you 
learn yourself in the process. This year 
the Valley Zephyr '98 committee is espe- 
cially interested in clinics for beginners 
and youths, to help them get a good start 
in the hobby. Contact Bob Bums, Clinic 
Chairman at P.O. Box 806, Arnold, CA 
95223-0806 or call him on (209) 795-6871. 
You will be glad you did and you will find 
giving a clinic is one of the most enjoyable 
things you got to do all year! 


CONVENTION CAR SALE 
1994 
PACIFIC COAST GOLD 


Athern 50' Mechanical Reefer 
with Pacific Coast Gold Logo 
HO Scale 
$7.00+ .58 sales tax 
Postage Paid 
Unlimited quantities to PCR Members 
while thev last 


Send request with check for $7.58 per 
to: 
Bob Ferguson 
530 Fig Tree Lane 
Martinez, CA 94553 


Made & the PCRis aregular Branch Lip 
article featuring products made within 
the Pacific Coast Region - permiting us 
to know abit more about local compa- 
nies and products. Please consider 
writing a review ofa locally produced 
product. Manufacturers should see it 
one of your customers would be inter- 
ested in submitting a review. 





VALLEY ZEPHYR 98 RETURN FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 





. Ed Pultz, Registra 
1998 PCR Convention Valley Zephyr 98 J | 
Modesto, California P. O. Box 8398 ™ 
Seat ns scsn April 29-May 3, 1998 Woodland, CA 95776-8398 


PRIMARY REGISTRANT 





— ee 


FIRST NAME NMRA NO 


STREET ADDRESS 


NMRA REGION(IF OTHER THAN PCR) 


CITY 





STATE REGISTRATION TYPE: 


{ ] RAIL 
ZIP CODE 


{ } NON-RAIL/RAILETTE 
{ )} YOUTH 


TELEPHONE SCALE(S): 





ADDITIONAL REGISTRANTS LIVING AT SAME ADDRESS 
(Rail, Non-Rail. Youth) 
COMMITEE USE 





LAST NAME 





REGISTRATION TYPE: 
{ ] RAIL 













FIRST NAME NMRA NO. PCRNO.___SCALE(S [| | NON-RAILRAILETTE 


| | YOUTH 


REGISTRATION TY PF: 
{ | RAIL 





LAST NAME COMMITTEE USE 


FIRST NAME 
{ | NON-RAIL/RAILETTE 
{ |} YOUTH 


oO Check box at left if you are attending your first convention and/or would like 
additional information on how to attend and enjoy a convention. 









FARES (Turn Page Over For More Fares) 


EVENT TOTAL | FEE TOTAL 
(EACH) | FEE 
BASE REGISTRATION pS 


YOUTH REGISTRATION(12-18 YEARS, STUDENT) 
(UNDER 12 FREE, WITH PARENT) 


$25 
IF NOT A PCR/NMRA MEMBER PER REGISTRANT, (In addition to the $36 
$50 Base Registration). DO NOT USE THIS ITEM FOR SPOUSE - USE 
BASE REGISTRATION 
es eee 
Total from Reverse 


One Day Registration - Wed Thur Fri Sat 
Make Check Payable to “Valley Zephyr 98” GRAND TOTAL 
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A Visit to Madison - The 
1997 National Conven- 
tion 


by Rod Smith 


Last July, my wife Katie and | packed our 
bags, fired up our imaginations, went to 
the airport, and journeyed to the National 
Convention in Madison Wisconsin. Madt+ 
son wasn't our first National, so we had 
some idea of what to expect, but each 
convention is different and offers new ex 
periences to enjoy. We have found by 
attending some of these National Conven- 
tions, we get to see parts of this wonderful 
country we probably wouldn't visit other- 
wise. And we have always found things to 
enjoy in those areas, both railroad related 
and otherwise. More on that later. 


National conventions are awonderful place 
to meet friends, both old and new. Over 
the years we have acquired friends in a 
number of States and Canadian Prov 
inces. The convention is a chance to see 
them, catch up on life events, and discuss 
railroading. This hobby seems to be 
peopled with the most friendly, open folks 
there are. Wherever a group is gathered, 
theyseemtowelcome anothermemberto 
their discussion, and likewise, we are 
always glad when someone sits down 
near us and engages in some conversa- 
tion. 


Arriving in Madison late Saturday evening, 
we checked into our hotel. We were 
pleasedto be in the convention headquar- 
ters facility, since that meant no shuttle 
bus ndes back and forth, butin the past we 
have done that too. Another chance to 
meet others on the bus if that happens. 
Our room on the Eighth floor looked out 
north toward the distant horizon, and we 
later discovered, toward the Wisconsin & 
Southem Railroad line. Waking Sunday 
morning, we found the hotel had a wonder- 
ful Brunch. We enjoyed a fine, filling meal, 
and were thrilled to find meal prices con- 
siderably less than we pay for similar fare 
in the Bay Area. We enjoyed it so much 
we went again the following Sunday! We 
picked up our convention Schedules list- 
ing all the activities for the coming week. 
128 pages! Whata jobplanning howto get 
as much enjoyment fitted into the week as 
possible. Since Katie is also involved with 
our pike, she had some prionties for clin- 
ics and trips too. In addition to the railroad 


activities, there were non-rail clinics and 
trips planned by the committee. 


Sunday evening we took a tour to the Mid- 
Continent Railway Museum in North Free- 
dom WI. This tour included supper at the 
museum, as well as a nde behind steam, 
and a chance to visit their extensive col- 
lection of railway equipment. | didn't 
realize it at the time, but in the collection 
there was the oldest surviving railcar built 
by Electro-Motive Corp. | do remember 
seeing itin the museum, but wasn't aware 
of its’ significance. They have lots of 
interesting rolling stock to view. A high- 
light of the trip was a chance to ride part of 
the way in the cupola of the caboose. 


Monday started the clinic schedule full 
blast. Decisions had to be made, since 
therewere often nine differentclinics going 
on at the same time. Sometimes ten, 
sometimes less, but it would have been 
pretty hard not to find at least one which 
was appealing. Fortunately, almost all 
were given more than once, so ifa conflict 
existed, it was possible to reschedule an 
interesting clinic. Clinics started at 8AM, 
So it was early up to eat breakfast and get 
off to the first clinic. No sleeping in at 
conventions. Katie is currently painting 
the backdrop for my layout, so she at- 
tended several painting clinics for ideas. 


Of course, clinics weren't the only thing 
happening. There were also a lot of proto- 
type and model layout tours which could 
be taken. The committee workers (of 
which there were an awful lot) had really 
done a fine job of scheduling stuff to do. 
And believe it or not, the weather cooper- 
ated wonderfully. That hot, humid weather 
| expected just didn't materialize. While it 
was warm, it was not uncomfortable, and 
!am used to Bay Area climate. Much over 
80, and I'mhot! Anyway, the evening gave 
us a chance to take a tour of four home 
layouts. Isure envy those folks their large 
basements! At Nationals, the layout tours 
are taken bybus, sothis is another chance 
to meet other folks between layouts, as 
well as see some of the countryside with- 
out having to drive. 


The rest of the week was spent the same 
way. Up early for clinics or tours. We 
often found friends inthe restaurantto dine 
with at breakfast, lunch and dinner. The 
hotel had set up a quick buffet each day, 


So anyone who desired could grab a quick 
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bite before rushing off to their next acti 
ity. Such provision has not been available 
at all the conventions we have attended, 
and it was very welcome at Madison. | 
hope future conventions follow Madisons 
lead. There were also a number of close 
by eateries which we could walk to. In 
fact, across the street was a fine place 
named Houlihans which waswell patron- 
ized by us and many others. 


As always, there was much more to do 
than there were hours to do itall in. Over 
3,000 modelers attended the Madison 
convention, and from my perspective, the 
committee did a fine job coping with all of 
us. They had folks at a table to answer 
any questions we had about the Madison 
environs. Lists of eateries were available, 
and also points of interest. The Wiscon- 
sin & Southem Railroad sponsored sev 
eral trips down the Wisconsin Riverto the 
Mississippi at Prairie du Chien and back. 
Yes they brought everyone back! On 
Friday, the huge National Train Show 
opened. I’m sure even if youdidn't attend 
the convention, you saw the floor plan in 
the BULLETIN, and marveled atthe size 
of it. The manufacturers were there in 
force with new products and displays. 
Seen the new bascule bridge from 
Waithers yet? It’s coming this fall. Many 
modular groups brought their layouts, 
and they were spectacular. | must admit 
| brought home some goodies. Katie's 
glad we hadn't driven because | had to 
stop buying stuff when my suitcase was 
full. Got some things | never see in my 
local shops. Ask me about the decal 
snippers from Champ. | think |am now 
equipped to do eye surgery, if |! need to. 


After the busy week of the convention had 
concluded, Katie and | rented a car and 
toured some ofthe sights throughout the 
area. We usually try to do this, as who 
knows when we might retum for another 
visit. We went to the Circus World 
Museum in Baraboo, and had a most 
enjoyable day. Saw Wisconsin Dells. 
the big Lands End plant, the Mississipp: 
River bluffs, Green Bay with the Naticnai 
Railway museum, and spent a great day 
at the Illinois Railway Museum which has 
atremendous collection ofelectnc, steam 
and diesel equipment (most is under 
cover SO a rainy day vssit is OK). 


(continued on page 15) 


EDITORS DESK 


by Dave Connery 


Fall is here and model railroading is back 
in high gear throughout the Region. Actu- 
ally, late spring and summer is some of 
my favorite modeling times - for it is when 
PCR and the NMRA hold their annual 
conventions. This past years PCR con- 
vention in Bakersfield was great, | really 
had a good time. Thanks Doug Wagner 
andthe whole crew who made Rails to the 
Loop so memorable. I'm already very 
excited about the Valley Zephyr '98 con- 
vention in Modesto next spring. This 
August! had the good fortune of being able 
to attend the National Convention in Mad- 
son and thought | would share a few 
observations and thoughts with you. Na- 
tional Conventions are something that will 
be more and more on our minds as 2000 
draws closer, when PCR is host to the 
National Convention - @iM Century 
Misaieed in San Jose. 


First, | thought the Madison convention 
was very well organized and staffed. Madi 
son is a town of only about 200,000 but 
they found plenty of people - several hun- 
dred) to help (and many were not Model 
Railroaders). Everyone | met was ex 
tremely pleasant and made me feel wel- 
come and appreciated in Madison. There 
were over 3,000 registered forthe conven- 
tion, thatis more than one and a haiftimes 
the number at Long Beach in ‘96, if you 
made it there. With a crowd this size and 
a relatively small community, | was im- 
pressed with how well everything ran and 
how much there was to do at the conven- 
tion. The clinics, layout tours and show 
were top-notch. The facilities were good, 
despite the factthatattendeeswere spread 
among about a dozen hotels. Shuttle 
busses made getting between the hotels, 
the Convention Center and the Expo cen- 
ter (National Model Railroad Show) easy. 
Actually it seemed to me there were rela- 
tively few complaints and a whole lot of 
smiling faces. tt will be hard to beat 
Madison for friendliness and smooth orga- 
nization, butthatis ourchallenge for 2000! 


While | think everyone enjoyed the con- 
vention, nearly everyone | talked to had a 
horror story to teil about getting there. 
Those traveling on Amtrak like Ed 
Zakareckis of REDtraveling onthe Empire 
Builder from Portland to Chicago had a 


volume of stories to tell when they were 
bussed from Spokane, WA to Whitefish, 
MT due to a derailment and then had a 
series of mis-adventure all the way across 
the country. | flew from Oakland and we 
were delayed with mechanical trouble 
enough that | missed the hour and a half 
connection in Chicago. Therewere delays 
on all flights from San Francisco that day, 
as experienced by Richard Hendrickson 
and Gus Campagna and numerous PCR 
members were late into Chicago. In Chi- 
cago there were thunder storms and sub- 
sequent departure delays. Then there was 
heavy storm activity in the Madison area 
on Saturday with possible tomadoes pre- 
dicted. As aresult, flights were delayed or 
canceled and many, including Rod and 
Katie Smith, were bussed from Chicago to 
Madison, several arriving without any lug- 
gage for the next 24 hours. After heavy 
thunderstorms, with very high heat and 
humidity, the air cleared Sunday after- 
noon and we had a week of delightful 
weather. 


if you have never been to a National Con- 
vention | urge you to try to attend next year 
in Kansas City or the following year in St. 
Paul. They are a lot of fun and we all can 
learn from others efforts. We need ail the 
knowledge and experience we can muster 
for 2000! This will be a PCR sponsored 
Convention and | hope everyone in the 
region is planning on giving a hand as we 
showwest coast modeling and railroading 
off to the rest of the world. 


in his column this issue, President and 
Trustee Charlie Getz announced a mod- 
est dues increase of $2.00 annually for 
NMRA. That is a real disappointment to 
me. Irealize thereis neverenough money 
to do everything you want, to keep current 
and adding needed services and providing 
everything that members are used to get- 
ting, but I think we have been let down this 
year in holding the line on costs. | heard 
they hada $50,000 short fall onthe budget 
but were able to solve it - tums out the $2 
dues increase was apparently a good part 
of the solution. I’ve said it before and will 
probably say it again. The NMRA needs 
to go on a diet and stop doing some of the 
things that are driving our costs up. Since 
1994 the dues have increased 33% (dues 
were $24 before September 1994) Ser- 
vices have been added, but are they really 
the services most of want and will use? | 


hope this latest increase does not deter 
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many people from NMRA membership, | 

certainly wouldn't let t prevent me from 

Staying inthe NMRA. NMRA Membership 

is really worth a lot to me. But to be 

truthful, the reason Ijoined the NMRA was 

so | could join the PCR. For the last 

seventeen years the main reason for my 

support of NMRA is because itis a neces- 

sary step to being a PCR member. | do 

like the NMRA Conventions, and most 
especially the PCR Conventions, and our 
Division activities. | support the efforts of 
the NMRA Standards Committee and the 
AchievementProgram. Ithinkthe Contest 
Departmentis a valuable adjunct to mod- 
eling. | add ail this up and | don't believe 
these activities are where the costs are, 
since most of these services are nearly 
100% volunteer efforts. In addition the 
NMRA convention each year pays NURA 
a head tax for every convention registrant 
in addition to paying a full fare entrance to 
the National Show. | realize publications 
can be expensive (luse a big slug of PCR's 
operating budget producing the Branch 
Line!) As|write this my September NMRA 
Bulletin is late and my August Bulletin (it 
only included some advertisements and 
the index) never did arrive. | really didn't 
notice until | sat down to write this column, 
but | usually hear from several friends ff 
Railroad Model Craftsman, Model Rail- 
roader or Narrow Gauge & Short Line 
Gazette are even a fewdays late! No one 
has ever called to ask if | had received the 
Bulletin when it is late! Perhaps the 
Bulletin should be cut back to just a house 
organ without all the fancy color printing 
and high costs. 


If you are not happy with the direction of 
NMRA, don't sit back and wait for it to get 
better, getinvolved. This is nota commer- 
cial venture buta group of Model Railroad- 
ers who got together to get more enjoy- 
ment out of their hobby. You and | are 
some of those who got together, it is up to 
us to see the organization meets our 
needs. 


AVISIT TO MADISON (cont. from p. 13) 


Itt would be impossible to list everything 
these conventions offer. Let me just sayin 
closing, Katie and | have submitted our 
registrations for Kansas City next year, 
and are looking forward to going. Madison 
will be a hard actto follow, but! am sure the 
KC folks are up to it. Lots more prototype 
railroading in KC too. The conventions we 
have attended have allowed us, notonlyto 
indulge our interests in modeling, but have 
taken us to parts of the country we would 
have been unlikely to visit otherwise. It is 
amazing the wonderful sights this land 
contains. We've seen wonderful gardens, 
historic homes and mansions, beautiful 
countryside with more Kudzu than | would 
have believed exsted, historic battlefields, 
amazing museums, you name it. Even a 
replica of Columbus’ Flag ship on the 
Scioto River of all places. Won't you 
consider joining us next year? It is intense 
model railroading, butthere is the opportu- 
nity for lots of non-railroad activity too, if 
you prefer. If you go to Kansas City, look 
for us and say Hi. | know we'll be there. 





2ist CENTURY LIMITED 


S A N 
N M RR A 





Some unidentified future customers admire Charlie Piggots "Okie Dokie Oak 
Trees" at the Bakersfield Show. Now those aren't Charlies legs under the table 


are they? 


Photo by Rod Smith 
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21* Century Limited Man- 
power Committee 
David Biondi, Chairman 


COMMITMENT: Apledge to do some- 
thing. 


The 1997 National Convention in Madison 
is behind us and onlytwo Nationals remain 
before The 2i“ Centary Lim- 
ited arrives in San Jose. As the man- 
power chairman | have made a comma- 
mentto attend the 1998 National Conven- 
tion in Kansas City, to lear more about 
thejob andthe manpowerneedstogetthe 
job done. 


This is where you come in, | will need 
volunteers to make a commitmentto help 
with the various committees and jobs. At 
this juncture, nothing is set in stone, so tt 
is wide open for volunteers. Give me a call 
at the number listed below or drop me a 
line. | will do what | can to accommodate 
your likes and desires. 


Please don't feel tike you have to have 
experience working on a National Conven- 
tion to volunteer. You don't! Ihave worked 
on regional conventions but | have not 
worked on or attended on a national con- 
vention. 


tf you would like to volunteer to assist at 
the National Convention in San Jose in 
2000, please call me at (510) 656-4256, or 
send a post card to 1915 Lockwood Av- 
enue, Fremont, CA 94539. 








WAY FREIGHT (DIVISION REPORTS) 








COAST DIVISION 
by Rod Smith 


The Coast Division September meet was 
held Sept. 7 at Buscher Middie School in 
Santa Clara. Specialthanks to Don Short 
for hosting the meet here. Don has retired 
from histeaching position atthe school, but 
has graciously continued to sponsor our 
southbay meet. We really appreciate hav- 
ing a meet location in the southbay so we 
can rotate the meet among the geographi- 
cal areas of our membership. 153 mem- 
bers and fnends attended this get-together, 
and had a fine day of model railroading fun. 


As uSual, activities got underway about 
9:30 for folks to enter their auction items for 
the buying frenzy to come at 12:30 when 
the auction committee takes over. The 
Rainbow Girls snackbar, under the able 
direction of Marilyn Long, provided coffee, 
danish, soft drinks, and other wonderful 
refreshments for the early arrivals. Later 
they provided additional lunch items, in- 
cluding some of the best hot dogs served 
outside a major league ballpark. We reaily 
appreciate their support for our meets. | 
hope everyone supports them as well, for 
this is a Source of revenue forthe Rainbow 
Girls activities. 


Continuing our long tradition of clinics, 
Tony Thompson presented afine clinicon 
railroad bridges, explaining how they work 
and, most important, how we can choose 
realistic appearing ones for our layouts. 
Also, bridges which, if full size, would not 
collapse under their own weight. The next 
Clinic by Brad and Brendan Lloyd gave 
us some pointers on designing benchwork 
for our layouts. They had a great handout, 
and also brought some sample benchwork 
sections to show their ideas. The use of 
foam for layout base was particularly inno- 
vative, and | for one can't wait to see how it 
works out on their layout. In addition, Ted 
Culotta once again presented his “Getting 
Rolling” clinic for anyone interested in in- 
creasing their enjoyment of PCR member- 
Ship. It's not always easy to find out all the 
benefits we have from ourmembership, so 
if you don't think you are getting everything 
from the hobby you would like to get, come 
to one of Ted’s clinics. You just might be 
Surprised what you are missing. Thanks to 
ail our clinic presenters for their efforts. 


At noon, PCR President Charlie Getz 
opened the business meeting. Coast Div- 
sion Chief Clerk Denise Showatter an- 
nounced nominations are open for Coast 
Div. Director. Ifyou, or someone you know 
would fike to run for this office, please 
contact Denise before Nov. 15. Her phone 
number is listed inthe CALL BOARD under 
Divsion Chief Clerk on page 2 of this issue. 
John Marshallrecognized newmembers, 
and visitors from outside Coast Division 
attending the meet. Ted Culotta reported 
the membership has expressed an interest 
in having more interaction between mem- 
bers. One effort to meet this request is 
holding clinics in members homes, towhich 
other members would be invited. A small 
Clinic at an exsting layout has possibilities 
to demonstrate techniques, and provide 
some “hands on” leaming not possible at 
the large meets. If you are interested in 
attending, or better yet hosting, one of 
these clinics, please contact Ted. He is 
also listed in the CALL BOARD on page 2. 
Ken Lass, our layout tours chair, made 
arrangements for 4 locallayouts to be open 
during the aftemoon. A special thank you 
to Dave Adams, Bob Brown, Ed 
Loizeaux, and Howard Lloyd for their 
support of our Division actmties in this way. 


The model contest for this meet was a 
popular vote one forthe categones of “Motor 
Vehicles” and “Billboard Reefers’. Orv 
Winders took first for his PMT truck and 
trailer, and Robert Bell took first for his 
Swift billboard reefer. Thanks to all who 
entered and participated. The switching 
contest was also up and running under the 
able supervision of Alan Fenton. Thanks 
to Alan, who is so faithful in bringing the 
modules and equipment to operate this 
contest, as well as dedicating his time 
during the meetto keeping it running forthe 
rest of us. 


Raffle winners were Dave Connery and 
Jack Nullmeyer. Congratulations tothem. 
This isn't the first time Dave has won the 
raffle, so keep an eye on when he is buying 
his tickets, and get the tickets before or 
after his. 

Auction Chair Bill Burket presided overthe 
auction of 585 items. It says something 
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about the Coast auction that Bill apolo- 
gized for the “rather small” auction we had 
this day! It still lasted until after SPM. And 
we don'tinclude the sdent auction of maga- 
zines which is already concluded at that 
time. Many members went home with new 
reading matter. 


Mark your calendars for December7, which 
is the next Coast Division meet. It will be 
held in Richmond. All info is included inthe 
Region Train Orders and on the Divsion 
and Club Activities pages of this Branch 





Line. We all look forward to seeing you 
there. 





SIERRA DIVISION 


by Ray Keener, Superintendent 


Sierra Division, as part of the Pacific Coast 
Region is working toward making Model 
Railroading fun. The members are again 
getting ready for International Railfair at 
Roseville. We have fun every time we put 
on this show. Why not come out and join 
us November 8" and 9" at the Fairgrounds 
in Roseville. 


We are planning meetings for next year 
and hope to see the participation of more 
members. Come on outand helpus move 
this organization forward. The next meet- 
ing is from 1 to 5 PM on October 26" in 
Rancho Cordova at the American River 
Grange, 2727 Kilgore Road, Rancho 
Cordova. 


HAWAIIAN DIVISION 


and 
REDWOOD EMPIRE 
DIVISION 


No reports received. 


Contributors note: 
Next Deadline is 
DECEMBER 15 

for the 

JANUARY '98 ISSUE 





DAYLIGHT DIVISION 


by Bob Randall, Superintendent 


| hope that we showed you our best side 
when you were here for the convention in 
May. We love to show off our area and our 
railroading history, so come on down. We 
had a great division meet in Merced in 
August, hosted by Charlie and Babette 
Piggott, who put on an excellent chili 
cook-off that was enjoyed by all in atten- 
dance. Charlie’ssuper eastem coal layout 
was open to the public along with a great 
narrow gauge portable layout. After the 
social time, auction and business meet- 
ing, we then went to see two fine model 
railroad layouts— Jim North’s HO layout 
and Rudi von Pritwitz' top notch SP layout. 
We're reallylooking forward to our division 
meet in November in SANTA BARBARA. 
Can you imagine a finer location than the 
Riviera of the Pacific. You're all invited to 
attend. So bring the wives— what a vaca- 
tion spot with plenty of 5-star hotels and 
beautiful shops to keep the whole family 
busy. When it comes to the weather, there 
couldn't be a more wonderful location. 
There are a lot of layouts in the area and 
we'll be trying to put together a fine home 
layout tour. See you then. For more 
information contact Doug Wagner at 805- 
§89-0391 or Bob Randall at 805-328-1585. 





Above and below - Scenes from the PCR Annual Meeting on Sunday during the 
Photos by Dave Connery 


Convention in Balkersfield . 


Here's Bob Updvke 
surrounded by his 10 X 20 
layout. Bob graciously let 
usvisit his 30 years old pike 
during the Bakersfield 
Convention. The layout 
was recently resceniced 
and looks pretty good. as 
does Bob, who is 92 vears 
young! Who savs mele! 
railroading can't keep you 
young! 


Photo by Rod Smith 





FINAL REPORT ON THE 
“RAILS TO THE LOOP” 


CONVENTION 
by Doug Wagner, '97 PCR Convention 
Chair 


This is the final article on the “Rails to the 
Loop” convention that you were suppose to 
have read in the last article of the Branch 
Line. | had been working a lot of overtime 
and didn't get the article in on time. So 
anyway, here goes. 


First of all would like to thank the following 
committee personnel for their untiring and 
unselfish help that they performed to put on 
the convention: Kevin Jung, Vice-chair- 
man; Darrell Dennis, secretary and com- 
pany store; Debbie “Spike” Joyner, com- 
pany store and the quilt that was raffled off 
at the business meeting; Bill Scott, con- 
tests, and who along with Chuck Harmon 
guided the Bakersfield groupthrough some 
hard times; Chuck Harmon, publicity and 
who puttogether the great convention pro- 
gram guide; Bob Randall, who found ail 
those great layouts that you convention 
goers got to see (I didn’t even know that 
many layouts existed in the Bakersfield 
area!), and organized the train show for all 
of you to spend your money on those train 
items; Brewster Bird who coordinated all 
the great clinics; Dick and Evelyn Bloom, 
who put together the non-rail / railette trips 
to the different sites to see around Bakers- 
field; and to Ed and Gay Liesse and their 
son Ken, who was always there at the 
registration booth to help us through the 
convention. Ed and Gay worked all year 
long on registration and really, really was 
helpful throughout the whole planning pro- 
cess all the way up to the convention. Ed 
and Gay are now at their new home in 
Washington state (Hey, honest, | didn't 
drive them off!). And lastly, | would like to 
thank all ofthe wives who had to putup with 
us during these trying times of getting the 
convention organized. Mine has a whole 
list of things that were put off fora couple of 
years, like painting the house, putting in 
the back yard, cleaning out the garage... 
well, you get the picture! 


I would like to thank all you who came and 
hopefully enjoyed the convention. 253 con- 
vention goers enjoyed the many clinics, 
tours and events offered bythe convention. 
One of the most notable tours was the 


TehachapiLooptour, wth “Bus NazrFrank 
Richter, guiding the tour with his expertise 
and knowledge of “The Loop’. Ifany future 
convention would like to rent Frank fora 
couple of days, he's available! Some con- 
ventioneers just couldn't grasp the idea of 
an ALL DAY TOUR, and you folks know 
who you are! But fun was had by one and 
all. To end the convention, we had a pool 
side banquet complete with sound effects 
from the NMRA President, Bob Charles, 
while giving hisrah-rah speech! And a big 
thank you to Charlie Getz for being the 
Master of Ceremonies—even if he didn't 
like the banquetdessert! And totopthings 
off, and probablythe mostsurprising event 
of the convention, was the number of 
members that were present at the PCR's 
annual membership meeting. lwastold to 
secure a room to hold about 35 people. 
Well, | did, and 62 people showed up! It 
was probably due to the great quilt that 
Debbie “Spike” Joyner had made thatwas 
being auctioned off. Now we know the 
secret to getting a quorum present at 
those annual PCR conventions. 


One last thought, it took a lot of work and 
a lot of volunteers to put together the 
convention. Ifyou attendedthe convention 
and enjoyed, please don't hesitate to 
volunteer even before being asked, to help 
on a convention committee. Remember, 
these conventions are puton forthe enjoy- 
ment of the PCR members, and you 
certainly can do your part by helping out. 


And now that the convention is over, The 
Pacific Coast Region members can look 
forward to next year’s convention, the 
Valley Zephyr, in Modesto. We'll be 
seeing you there! 


Editors Note - | think all who at- 
tended the Bakersfield Convention 
most ofall owe a great big "Thanks" 
to Chairman Doug Wagner andhis 
wife Tammie. While lots of great 
people helped, none of what was 


accomplished could have been 
done with out the intense effort of 
these two wonderful model 
raillroaders. Thanks to both of you 
from me and the rest of the mem- 
bers in PCR! 
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REGION TRAIN ORDERS 


(continued from Page 20) 





1998 

January 

GATS, 11 AM- 5 PM, Earl 

Warren Showgrounds, Hwy 101 

& Las Positas, Santa Barbara 

Greenberg Train Show, Marin 

Center, San Rafael, CA 

Golden Empire Model Railroad 

Club Annual After Christmas 

Show, Kern County Fairgrounds, 

1142 South “P” Street, 

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

18 RED Meeting, Santa Rosa 

24-25 GATS, 11 AM- 5 PM, Califor- 
nia Exposition & Fairgrounds, 
1600 Exposition Blw., Sacra- 
mento 

Apr 29 - May 3 
Valley Zephyr 98 PCR Con- 
vention, Double Tree Inn, 
Modesto, CA 


July20-26 
NMRA Convention, Heartland 
Express, Kansas City, MO 


17-18 


1999 

May 12-16 
Mendocino Journey, PCR Con- 
vention, Convention Center, 
Ukiah, CA 

June 18-27 
Raiffair ‘99, Califomia State 
Railroad Museum, Sacramento 


July 18-24 
NMRA Convention, NorthStar 
‘99, Saint Paul/Minneapolis, 


Minnesota 
2000 
April PCR Min+convention, Fremont 
July 30 - Aug 6 
NMRA Convention, 
Aise Ceateury Linikted, 
San Jose, CA 


° Contnbutors note: : 
; Next Deadlineis ; 
¢ DECEMBER 15,1997 e 
° forthe : 
~ JAN-MAR 1998ISSUE § 
e e 





MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 40197 
PACIFIC COAST REGION 
NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION : 
















FIRSTNAME: 








CITY: STATE: __ ZIPCODE: 

TELEPHONE: __—s CC“(‘“‘(NUUUUUU™€©6MNMRA# (if a member): 

FAMILY MEMBERNAME(S): 

| want to become a member of the National Mode! Railroad Association and the Pacific Coast Region of the NMRA. | have checked below 


the type of membership | desire and have enclosed the proper amount in a check payable to: PCR-NMRA. | understand that membership: 
in the Pacific Coast Region requires membership in the NMRA. 


L] PCR and NMRA for one year at $38.00 LJ PCR only (requires NMRA membership# above) at $6.00 

[ ] PCR and NMRA for five years $185.00 {| PCR only - five years (requires NMRA # above) at $25.00 

{_] PCR and NMRA Affiliate at $22.00 [_] PCR Family Associate at $1.00 (Must have Regular PCR 
(No NMRA Newsletter) member as sponsor) 

[_] PCR and NMRA YOUTH at $27.00 [_] Check here if this is a renewal PCR# 


Life Memberships in both the NMRA and PCR are available. Contact the Member Services Chairman for actuarial quote. 
Send Application form and remittance to: PCR Member Services, 530 Fig Tree Lane, Martinez, CA 94553. Allow 3-6 weeks for. 
processing. 


The Golden Spike Award 


The Golden Spike Award will be awarded to any NMRA member who does not hold MMR status. It will be administered by the 
Regional and Divisional Achievement Program Chairman under the direction of the National Achievement Program Chairman. AP 
regulations and definitions apply for scratchbuilt and super detailed. To qualify forthe award the member must complete the following 
checklist, obtain the signature of the Divisional AP Chairman, or another NMRA member designated by the Divisional AP Chairman. 
The Divisional AP Chairman will submit the signed form to the Regional AP Chairman who will issue the Golden Spike Award 
Certificate. 


Qualifications for the Golden Spike Award 


1. Rolling stock (Motive power and cars) 
Display six (6) units of rolling stock (Scratchbuilt, craftsman, or detailed commercial kits). 


2. Model Railroad Setting (Structures and Scenery) 
Construct a minimum eight (8) square feet of layout. 
Construct five (5) structures (Scratchbuilt, craftsman or detailed commercial kits). If a module 
has less than five structures, additional ones separate from the scene may be used. 


3. Engineering (Civil and Electrical) 
Three (3) types of trackage required (turnout, crossing, etc,). All must be properly ballasted and 
installed on proper roadbed, Commercial trackage may be used. 
All installed trackage must be properly wired so that two trains can be operated simultaneously. 
(Oouble-track main, single-track main with sidings, and block or command control). 
Provide one additional electrical feature such as powered tumouts, signaling, tumout indication 
lighted buildings, etc. 


Member NMRA# 

Address State Zip Code 
Scale Type of Pike 

Verification by NMRA# 





530 FIG TREE LANE PAID 
MARTINEZ, CA 94553 MARTINEZ, CA 04553 


Naldabh balls cdi lreshbeclbd, Fescllecaflecslll 
DOUGLAS COWARD ™ 

5633 IMPATIENS CMN 

FREMONT CA 94528-5225 





REGION TRAIN ORDERS 


November 
1 Oakdale Model RailroadClub | 2223 GATS, 11 AMtoSPM Alameda 
a Show and Swap Meet, 10 AM - CountyFairgrounds, 

Ecology and Mining History of 4 PM, Oakdale Civic Center, Pleasanton, CA 
the Gold Discovery Sympo- Oakdale, CA 28-30 Toy Trainand Model Railroad- 
sium, ARC, P.O. Box 562, Sacramento Model Railroad Club ing Festival, California State 
Coloma, CA Gregg Wilkerson Open House, 1990 Grand Ave. Railroad Museum, Sacramento 
(805) 391-6081 Sacramento CA (916)927-3618 29-30 GATS 11AM- 5 PM Reno- 
PSR 97 Cajon ZephyrCon- INTERNATIONAL RAILFAIR, Sparks Convention Center, NV 
vention, Sheraton Suites 10 AM - 5 PM Placer County December 
Fairplex, Pomona, CA (909) Fairgrounds, Roseville, CA 6-7 Greenberg Train Show, San 
622-2220 or (800) 722-4065 Valejo Model Railroad Club Mateo Expo Center, San 
Sierra Railway Symposium “Holiday Open House", Noon to Mateo, CA 
and Centennial Celebration, 5 PM, Solano County 6-7 Vallejo Model Railroad Club 
Railtown SHP, Jamestown, CA Fairgounds, Vallejo, CA Holiday Open House, Noon-5 
(209) 984-3953 PCR BOD Meeting, Santa Bar- Solano County Fairgrounds 
Narrow Gauge Meet, Inn at bara, CA for more info contact Coast Division Meet, 9:30 AM 
Pasatiempo, Santa Cruz, $15, your Division Director Salesian High School, 
Jim Vail, 760 Graham HillRd., Daylight Division Meet, 10 AM - Richmond, CA 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 4PM. Contact Doug Wagner at New Years Eve Train on Sierra 
GATS, 11 AMtoS PMSonoma (805) 589-0391 or Bob Randall Railroad, Jamestown (209) 984- 
CountyFair & Exposition, 1350 at (805) 328-1585 3953 
Bennett ValleyRd, Santa Rosa SCMRS Showcase of Trains, 


V&T Railroad History Sympo Santa Rosa Christian School REGION TRAIN ORDERS 
sium, Carson Nugget, Carson Gym, 950 S. Wright Rd, Santa Continued_on Page 18 
City, NV call Nevada State Rosa, CA 


Railroad Museum (702) 687- RED Meeting, Vallejo Model 
6953 


Send information to Branch Line 
Fairgrounds, Vallejo, CA Drive, San Ramon, CA 94583 
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